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'4 Arrested in Tokyo Spy Case

CLYDE HARBERMAN
pracs v BET

Special 10 The New York Times

TOKYO, Wednesday, May 20 — Four
Japanese, including an employee at &
United States air base, were arrested
Tuesday night and charged with pass-
ing technical documents of American
military aircraft to a Soviet official.
~Police officlilisan) .
base emp wo ,
cal library, st the documents in
March and sold them to an sccompiice.
Thess were to other Japsnese
who, in turn, relayed them to Soviet of-
ficlals, the police said. .

According 10 news reports, the four
men were also suspected of providin
technical documents to Chinese offi-
cials.

The Tokyo police said they had ar-
rested Hiromi Date, a counselor at the
China Technical Center in Tokyo, as he
tried to pass documents in a park to
V. B. Aksenov, an official at the Soviet
Trade Represcntative Office here. The
documents, the authorities said, in-
cluded technical orders for F-16 fighter
planes,

b

After arresting Mr. Dute, the police
said, they raided the homes of the other

after finding more documents describ-
ing military aircraft.

was have
(M it
. Bediies Mr, Date, the police arrested
Hiroshi Osumi, - worked at the
American air base in Yokota, west of
T ;  Massteru Tachibana, de-
serl as & military affairs expert;
and Sadao Goto, a trading company ex-
scutive.

United States military authorities
said thet they had cooperated with the
Japanese investigators and that the in-
quiry was continuing.

It was not immediately clear how
serious the security breach was., An
American official in Tokyo said of the
base employee that 'normally he
.would not have had access to high clas-
sitied material.” .
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